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REEN BOTTOM —

The business of run-

ning a large 19th cen-

tury household often

took place under more

than one roof, as an ar-

chaeological excavation

of the grounds sur-

rounding the 1835-vintage home of

Confederate Gen. Albert Gallatin
Jenkins is demo

During the past month archae-

ologists working under contract to

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

have been digging the lawn

of Jenkins mansion, discovering

foundations for a kitchen, a cement-

floored brick privy, and what is be-

lieved to have been Jenkins' law of-

fice. The archaeologists have also

uncovered brick sidewalks, a rain-

water cistern, a fenced enclosure

they suspect once contained a

kitchen garden, and former door-

“This place has been
occupried for a long, long
time.”

William D. Updike, archaeologist

ways to the mansion’s basement.

“We're finding a lot of the par-.

glculaxsey' mple want when
Te Pl a reconstruction,”
said William D. , staff ar-
chaeologist for Cultural ’Resource
Analysts Inc. of Teays Valley.

The Corps of Engineers is de-
veloping a plan to preserve and re-
eldings. under logistion. Spom

under on spon-
sored by Rep. Nick Rahall, D-W-Va.

The two-story brick mansion it-
self still stands and has been par-
tially restored. It has been occupied
almost constantly from 1835 until
the time it was bought by the Corps
of Engineers.

The general’s dlgs

“That's why the artifacts we're
finding on this dl%s range from chi-
na from the 183 amfm pop

plantation, worked by 80 to 100
slaves, on a fertile stretch of low-
land along the Ohio River in north-
ern Cabell County.

Jenkins was a Harvard-educated
lawyer who had just begun his

‘second term represénting western

Virginia in Congress when the Civ-
il War broke out. The militia group
he formed was quickly absorbed
into the Confederate army, and
Jenkins took part in fighting at

Scary Creek and other Kanawha
Valley skirmishes and raids along
the Ohio border before being ele-
vated to the rank of brigadier gen-
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Artifacts uncovered in the dig Include glass bottle stoppers, 19th century English pottery, but-
tons and fragments of Native American pottery.
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Krista Andéfson
and-Stacl Spertzel
sift through soil’
excavated from
the graunds of the
1835-v|nuge
Green Bottom.
home of Albert
Qallatin Jenkins,
a lawyer, -
congressman, .
plantation owrier
and Confedersdte
general. Ambr@
outbulldlngl M
unearthed in the
dig Is the base of.
a brick-walled,
cement-flocred
privy and the -
brick sldewalk that

connected it to
the back door. of
the manslon. Lo
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-rui and playing a leadership
role 1 Robert E. Lee's ill-fated
seftysburg campaigr.

Wounded at Gettysburg, Jenk-
ns recovered and fought on in
¢ Shenandoah Valley, until he
~as mortally wounded in the
Rattle of Cloyd’s Mountain,

Much of what was once his
“amuly’s plantation was bought
nearly 25 vears ago by the Corps
1 Engineers to make up for the
iss of state wildlife lands that oc-
“urred with the construction of
e Robert C. Byrd Locks proj-
=t The corps leases 836 acres
s tormer plantation land to the
state Division of Natural Re-
sources, which operates it as the
ireen Bottom Wildlife Manage-
~ent Area.

The Jenkins house i1s sub-
+ased to the Division of Culture
ind History. which opens it to

public tours from 10 am. to 4
p-m. on Wednesdays, Thursdays

and Saturdays. The mansjon was .

recently designated as a Stop on"
the natlonal CMI War Discovery
Trail.

The . Dlvmon of Culture and
History is' interested in a. full
restoration of the Jenkins House,
possibly followed by restoration
work on at least some of the out-
buildings. The Green Bottom So-
ciety, a private foundation inter-
ested in preserving the mansion
and its grounds, would eventually
like to" see both the mansion
and the outbuildings restored.

The Corps of Engineers-spon-
sored excavation of the map-
sion’s ‘grounds, which énded-
Wednesday, was performed to

.determine the location of out-

buildings and to try to learn how
they were built and what they
were used for.

One of the easiest-to-identify
outbuildings was a freestanding
kitchen off the east end of the
Jenkins house. A separate
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kitchen building was used to
avoid stifling heat from cook
fires; dunng the summer and to

“reduice the risk of fire year-round.

A brick sidewalk 1aid in her-
ringbone pattern uncovered by
Updike’s six- person Crey
a huge brick privy wit ’,
low waste chamber and
floor “That indicates to' me that
it was designed to be cleaned out
regularly,” Updike said.

-Another unearthed- sidewalk
ended at a series of oles de-
marking what was .once a
fenced-off area. ‘

“It was built to ejther keep an-
imals in or out,” Updike said. “It
seems likely that it may have
been a.kitchen garden, to keep
the kitchen”supplied with fresh
herbs and produce.”

Foundations for a 20-foot-
square building unearthed off
the west end of the mansion con-
tained no coal cinders or animal
bones, and match the general lo-
cation of a law office building
mentioned in oral history ac-
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counts of the manswﬁ’s' heyday
While Updike’s dig is schegd-
uled to end this week, he hopes
to return next year for, followmgp
work. s
Archaeologists have not. fitn-
pointed the slaves’ quarters athe
plantation. The remnants -6-a
building near the entrance 54
to the mansion coyld, prove to
have served that purposem@d
photos have also shown. the-Zii-
ins of log cabins in a idetnl-
low at the rear of the plantation,
which could also have. en used
to house slaves.
Underneath the 19;}1,, 20&1;@;;1
21st century artifactg 0
light in the dig are rehes‘i‘%e-
hind by the site’s earhest x:ésl-
dents — Native Americans.”
“We've found severa,l ieces of
pottery from the Wopdland pre—
historic period,” Upd;ke
“This place has been ooeqpled”for
a long, long time.” !, -, :
To contact staff wnter chk
Steelhammer, use e-mai} or call
348-5169. Ty
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